
 
A&S Catalyst Grants 

 
 
The Arts & Sciences seeks faculty proposals for A&S Catalyst Grants. The goal is to accelerate 
nascent projects that have the potential to have significant societal impact in a three- to five-year 
timeframe. Projects should build on significant Columbia intellectual strengths and engage 
partners such as NGO’s, corporations, and/or colleagues at other academic institutions. This 
funding aims to maturate projects via organization of scholarly events and discourse during a 
concentrated period. By the end of the funded period, the project should be in a strong position to 
attract significant funding from foundations or philanthropists, and possibly be considered for the 
Columbia World Projects initiative. 
 
Example projects include: 

• Work with targeted communities (e.g., LGTBQ, investigative journalists, refugees) 
to develop and deploy tools to filter toxic and abusive online behavior 

• Build a global endangered language resource that preserves literature, culture, and 
history threatened by language extinction 

• Partner with correctional facilities, community organizations, and employers to 
educate and place formerly incarcerated persons in stable employment 

• Work with local government agencies and financial institutions to develop a 
national housing eviction database; in parallel, develop and disseminate a 
knowledge base about the causes and impacts of eviction 

• Work with NGO’s in Africa to further develop and distribute a Columbia-developed 
low-cost pathogen detector 

 
 

Application Guidance 
 

• Proposals submitted independently or as a group, should include multiple 
Columbia faculty members, ideally both from the Arts & Sciences and beyond, in 
addition to outside partners. The lead faculty member must have a primary 
appointment in A&S. 

• The grant winners should work during the summer and early Fall 2017 to develop a 
three- to five-year roadmap towards an outcome with meaningful societal impact. 
Administrative support will be provided for the winning projects. 

• The project deliverable is a proposal to a real or hypothetical funder 

 
Applicants Should Submit 

 

• A summary of up to 300 words 
• A 2-page proposal that details the specific aims, background to the project, its 

innovation/significance, work plan, and specific deliverable(s) 



• Line-item budget and budget justification (not to exceed $50K) 
• An analysis (max one page) of the potential for long-term viability (whether 

through external funding or income-generation) 
• Short CV’s or biographies of intended participants 
• Proposals should be submitted by 5 PM, April 30th, 2017, electronically as a single 

PDF document to David K. Park <dkp7@columbia.edu> 

 
Winners will be selected by a Faculty Committee 

Duration: 6 Months 
Award Amount: Up to $50K per team 
Application Deadline:  April 30, 2017 
Prize Notification: May 20, 2017 
Start Date:  June 1, 2017 
 
 

Please contact David K. Park <dkp7@columbia.edu> with any questions on this process. 
 
 


