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WELCOME LETTER TO FACULTY FALL, 2017
 
Dear Colleagues:
 
I welcome you to the start of the new academic year and hope that you had a summer
break that was both restful and restorative.  I am looking forward to our working together as
we build upon the progress that we have made during the past few years as we continue to
strengthen and enhance the Arts and Sciences.
 
One important goal during my tenure as EVP has been the continued improvement of
shared governance, and, to this end, this year once more we have number of important
initiatives on the agenda of our Policy and Planning Committee (PPC), Educational Policy
and Planning Committee (EPPC), and the Junior Faculty Advisory Board (JFAB) including
our ongoing gender equity study, departmental officer compensation, and a review of the
Timely Replacement Policy. Together with other faculty committees such as the Academic
Review Committee and the Promotion and Tenure Committee, we will continue our joint
efforts to strengthen our departments, our faculty and our curricular offerings. I am pleased
to welcome Fred Harris as the new Social Science Dean and look forward to welcoming
Sarah Cole as the new Humanities Dean in January. Peter De Menocal continues to do
extraordinary work as the Science Dean and I encourage you to follow developments at the
new A&S Science website.
 
As those of you who attended our last faculty meeting of the spring semester and heard
President Bollinger, the goal of positioning the Arts and Sciences squarely within the
University’s capital campaign is being realized.  Together with the central administration,
we are developing an initiative to Re-Imagine Morningside Heights. The first phase of this
project involves the planning for Uris Hall which will become an Arts and Sciences building
after the Business School relocates to Manhattanville.  Our Uris Planning committee,
appointed last year will bring critically-important faculty and student voices to the Uris
planning process and planning for the future of Morningside.
 
After a successful first round, we plan to have a second round of A&S Catalyst Grants. We
have designed these to encourage interdisciplinary research and put us in strong position
both with regard to the Columbia World Projects initiative as well as in the “Columbia
Commits” campaign more generally.
 
The A&S Executive Committee (Jim Valentini, Carlos Alonso, and myself) will continue to
work closely with the various faculty committees.  Particular issues we expect to focus on
this coming year include a consideration of various aspects of unionization, the continued
development of the School of Professional Studies, and the completion of a science
facilities study.
 
Please join me in welcoming our new faculty colleagues. You can read all about them at the
A&S website.   As always, I welcome any suggestions that you may have as we embark
on what I know will be another successful year for the Arts and Sciences.
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